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In this newsletter you will find information about California’s research and
education communities in action via CENIC’s high performance network
and services; information about how your colleagues are using these
services; and information about networking-related events, funding, new
programs, and awards.
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The 2026 Biennial Conference: Awards, Highlights, What's Next

.
P

CENIC welcomed over 300 attendees to our 2026 biennial conference, The Right

Connection, held from March 29—April 30 in Monterey, CA. Thanks to the hard work of the

Program Committee, made up of participants from every segment of the CENIC
membership, the program was exciting, informative, and celebrated the accomplishments
of all of your institutions while looking ahead to the future of network-enabled research and
education.

Highlights include the keynotes and plenaries, insightful panel discussions, the 2026
Innovations in Networking and CENIC AIR awards, updates on CENIC's California
Research and Education Network (CalREN), national and global network projects, and the
always valuable "hallway track": on-the-spot discussions between attendees that facilitate
useful and sometimes award-winning collaborations.

In the coming weeks, attendees can anticipate our post-conference survey, where you can
share your feedback with us and help make the 2028 conference even better.

And of course, everyone can look forward to many presentations, plenaries, and panel
discussions being posted to the CENIC YouTube channel.



http://pages.info.cenic.org/Publish.aspx?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4NDl9AA0AAAAAAAjFO2bq535OS455nPQfQ6JQrS6ZXmopCooo10KeiWo7gshFYHdVNLqDOMYwaRb1Yd502IpYQyaQx8w2gcAlYtpHyzKkzDMsr6_9qIKJd220mg4IruqGDwFN6Ei5ihb-pH_jYLwNIP79khjVV5ngZ6DldS9gpbNu_idL9q884d8cUztkqfB2lcQYJKWdz6__4YOWYex-xEdzV2vLVJRWhpLgepw-VcbHHmAeLLd1HrIIdYmH0Lt7gtvTtB2ImGkUmL-IczQJUOqrvf1ND-PbWEUqoBM5d1h0Y0myLyec7LCkut42I4dZp77SpbYkC66-Ut9zb-fZ0fGU9nZ98GGK0voC2i8
http://pages.info.cenic.org/Publish.aspx?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4NDl9AA0AAAAAAAjFO2brGA8k0pIzOkaEBe24pGGMr1Hl4UzszOoqssWdjc_KcAP3XHwI3OubhN-afLX8CC5BpC4KRWcysc7SoyQmJjg9GCMxhbW9zuEqCqQReykRE7Q9Fqad6gdcL3Fw5YGM5jntqkFl4gohunfu7jJydNdZm3xkPB8SVeC--5YroGcSz7w1pEnLqTqdItY2G_E0G8bEsUJ803wQv1wcOL-4nAeQt4s3jCH70iAy6z1_B6EzOD9mRJoSFJUaBEM8KEZdBQSuIud_-Ci4lALC8THLA6W-UT9Wy1Szo8k9rFHnyj8tMY98lHGDAMy31AZI3ra-mhGZuWfRDgxtrN88Hj8N3bY
https://click.info.cenic.org/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4NDl9AA0AAAAAAAjFO2bsoNdvWjAYOXIsqUMb11HLB1LawLzpWxlvF1kx6EoAnf_BrLv9ovLktemyuo0zKRL5KMYdOe9telaFmjPfjLP4EQcgX1X2qrOX
https://click.info.cenic.org/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4NDl9AA0AAAAAAAjFO2bsoNdvWjAYOXIsqUMb11HLB1LawLzpWxlvF1kx6EoAnf_BrLv9ovLktemyuo0zKRL5KMYdOe9telaFmjPfjLP4EQcgX1X2qrOX
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Congratulations to everyone who made this year's conference such a rousing
success, and we look forward to seeing you all in Monterey in 2028!

2026 Innovations in Networking and CENIC AIR Awards

Winners of the 2026 Innovations in Networking and CENIC AIR Awards include the
following, and more information about each can be found at the CENIC website.

CENIC 2026 Christine Haska Award for Distinguished Service to UC San Diego
Professor Emeritus Larry Smarr: LEARN MORE >

CENIC 2026 Innovations in Networking Award for Network Partner to University of
Hawai’i’s David Lassner and Team: LEARN MORE >

CENIC 2026 Innovations in Network Award for Experimental Applications to
Caltech’s Harvey Newman and His Team: LEARN MORE >

2026 CENIC AIR Pioneering Contributions Advancing Networking and Al Award to
Joy Sterling, Partner and CEO of Iron Horse Vineyards: LEARN MORE >

2026 CENIC AIR Award for Innovative Technical Design & Instructional Support to
Frank Wuerthwein & UC San Diego Team: LEARN MORE >

2026 CENIC AIR Award for Engagement to Kendra Ard and Ed Clark of the California
State University Chancellor's Chief Information Office: LEARN MORE >

CENIC Sentinel: a Disaster Recovery Solution To Ensure CENIC Members
Remain Connected During Emergencies

CENIC's members rely on their wired circuits through CalREN to provide connectivity to
the Internet and to other members. When disasters (such as wildfires) strike—or
sometimes simply construction mishaps—these events can cause wired services to go



https://click.info.cenic.org/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4NDl9AA0AAAAAAAjFO2bt9gSktzb6U3zfjsAt-TjWomnKjFuqRHkXKwbc9sxrmVfuWlht-miM5QIz0Qs2SdLHoDbPhFNvPWyQbbiohHrIQkAKejiiQ3rW
https://click.info.cenic.org/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4NDl9AA0AAAAAAAjFO2bu7Q3xPOyz277NCu70YRdjgq-x9B-ulS_iE0AyyjKfnf05A_eaZ84sKyYtgeXGpNT-ekqsdjgg7QTTKN11FmtIMhGYFbfxwvpx
https://click.info.cenic.org/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4NDl9AA0AAAAAAAjFO2bvgJJ0I9GcOP_dQelIrmS2OyWJczgOW6V_SBZ117BovuYvxp7X2GyPfWxm_40dQKqzeaWJNAC6_wNF7roWVp8FMrooSj3oBmDw
https://click.info.cenic.org/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4NDl9AA0AAAAAAAjFO2bwCYbrNq4B_mapC0mlUwUrfkKxooGf7r-_RH3lq_gWL_J0ojD6aNoTbkpVQVvf6dRRq36MJ_8Azj6kv3wJJPsTbNzdAnwX_QJe
https://click.info.cenic.org/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4NDl9AA0AAAAAAAjFO2bxu_d9ddXyDwjwYKtruBf-YJeLTpi9GS3xtGOfrAUKWwTf0WUFsYELNM8y232qi_9w-y_l_g0DFOVaT2RHmxtIozzIdz2yoVi-
https://click.info.cenic.org/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4NDl9AA0AAAAAAAjFO2byp6gLKhvKDjnZjbJQ6MIb9wcdRsW0Z5_sC9U48RE3ji0txTd1zpH3BB66EryJJ9Ra4JqxZwHu5jPSFSP9A5xfNfQPjywtj3AA
https://click.info.cenic.org/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4NDl9AA0AAAAAAAjFO2bzspudTGy2Zslbvv54Ibb2fqgczI5o3quXEKUVmLH-AlbTBRZeX7q21qM8t45xRTkgv-zsL4MRxZNsol8Gg29eijwVrnwWge4J
https://click.info.cenic.org/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4NDl9AA0AAAAAAAjFO2b01krbA8_qrkdCibGr4AeTtTMfcNSDxPEUZ3gdPMwS2GULeH9LZmuNiiDNFpkebJNvAfYYwFmb13GVPY-Zf3G4pohtc4s9wj13
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down, and the resulting downtime to members can last days or even weeks.

To ensure that our members stay connected when it matters most, CENIC has developed
CENIC Sentinel, a disaster recovery solution that can be temporarily deployed to CENIC
members to restore their access to CalREN quickly during extended outages, and thus
keeping our members connected to one another and the world without interruption. READ
THE ARTICLE >

NETWORKING NEWS

[

More crop per drop’: New UC Riverside irrigation robot is adorable — and
revolutionary

CSU Releases Findings of Most Comprehensive Survey on Al in Higher Ed
Tribe, REIT plan Al and energy campus in northern California

San Jose City Council Makes GovAl Coalition a Nonprofit

Community Anchor Institutions: The Real Engines of Digital Equity
California Activates Nation’s Largest Middle-Mile Network, Connecting Tribal
Rural Areas

What does it mean to learn with Al?

CSU’s Emerging Research Institutions Seek to Expand Research Capacit
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EVENTS & PROGRAI\/I QPPORTUNITI‘E.S

e NSF Finders Foundry: K12 Workforce Development Webinar, Apr 29, Online
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EDUCAUSE Cybersecurity Conference, Apr 28-30, Anaheim, CA

UbuntuNet 20th Annual General Meeting, May 29, Mombasa Kenya

NANOG 97, June 1-3, Bellevue, WA

CCC Online Teaching Conference, June 23-25, Anaheim, CA

APANG62, August 10-14, Auckland, NZ

uilt In-Person Fall Member Meeting, Sep 22-24, Philadelphia, PA

EDUCAUSE Annual Conference, Sep 29-Oct 2, Denver, CO

About CENIC | www.cenic.org
CENIC connects California to the world — advancing education and research statewide by

providing the world-class network essential for innovation, collaboration, and economic
growth. This nonprofit organization operates the California Research and Education
Network (CalREN), a high-capacity network designed to meet the unique requirements of
over 20 million users, including the vast majority of K-20 students together with educators,
researchers, and others at vital public-serving institutions. CENIC’s Charter Associates are
part of the world’s largest education system; they include the California K-12 system,
California Community Colleges, the California State University system, California’s Public
Libraries, the University of California system, Stanford, Caltech, USC, and the Naval
Postgraduate School. CENIC also provides connectivity to leading-edge institutions and
industry research organizations around the world, serving the public as a catalyst for a
vibrant California.

This email was sent by:
Corporation for Education Network Initiatives in California
16700 Valley View Suite 400
La Mirada, CA 90638 US
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